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T&E Species on the Platte River
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Program and Platte River Ecosystem
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ÅIncrement #1 = 13 years (2007 -2019)

ÅReduce central Platte flow shortages by 
130,000 ï150,000 acre -feet of water/yr

ÅProtect or restore 10,000 acres of 
habitat in central Platte

ÅAdaptive Management Plan

ÅIncrement #1 = 13 years (2007 -2019)

ÅReduce central Platte flow shortages by 
130,000 ï150,000 acre -feet of water/yr

ÅProtect or restore 10,000 acres of habitat in 
central Platte

ÅAdaptive Management Plan

1) Improve production of least tern and piping plover from 
central Platte River

2) Improve survival of whooping cranes during migration

3) Avoid adverse impacts from Program actions on pallid 
sturgeon populations



Key Objectives

1. Create and maintain where 
possible a wide braided channel 
with high width/depth ratio.

2. Offset existing sediment imbalance 
by increasing sediment inputs to 
habitat area (island/bank clearing 
and leveling, sand augmentation, 
flow routing)

3. Use EA and other Program water to 
create annual peaks as large as can 
be sustained over many years 
(annual, short -duration high flows 
within banks)

AMP Strategy #1 ðClear/Level/Pulse
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Key Objectives

1. Improve least tern and piping plover production by 
management of sandpits and riverine islands developed 
and maintained by mechanical and other means

2. Improve survival of whooping cranes by providing non -
riverine wetlands, upland habitats, and open channel 
habitats without the need for pulse flows

AMP Strategy #2 ðMechanical Creation & Maintenance



Two overall strategies to achieve Program goals

Highlight priority hypotheses to test two strategies

General experimental design to test the hypotheses

Work Plan to implement and assess the experimental 
design

Work Plan to assess whether Program goals are being 
achieved

Adaptive Management Plan ðMoving Forward



Comprehensive Scientific Aspects

ÅDevelop experimental design for 
testing two strategies

Å2009 -2013 Work Plan

ÅEstablish Independent Scientific 
Advisory Committee and Peer 
Review Panel

ÅFinalize & peer review 
monitoring/research protocols

ÅLearn from adaptive 
management in other areas

2008 Adaptive Management Plan Priorities



Specific Actions

ÅWhooping Crane monitoring

ÅForage fish monitoring

ÅTern/plover foraging

ÅStage change study

ÅInformation review ïpallid 
sturgeon, wet meadows

ÅPulse flow

ÅCottonwood Ranch

2008 Adaptive Management Plan Priorities
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